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1. Title and Number of Credits: ELEC/CIEC 6340, Issues and Trends in Early Childhood 

(3 graduate credits) 

 
2. Course Description: This course is designed to examine recent issues and trends in early 

childhood education. Inclusion, observation and assessment of children in classroom 

settings, multiculturalism, ethics, and advocacy are some of the topics that are explored. 

Educators of young children must be prepared to include children with special needs in 

general education classrooms, make classroom adaptations, use support services, and 

develop a sense of community among children. Understanding and utilizing a range of 

techniques for observing, recording, and assessing children's growth and development and 

integrating multicultural, anti-bias perspectives as well as incorporating the diverse cultures 

of children and families into the early childhood classroom will also be studied. Additionally, 

this course will offer opportunities to discuss ethics and ethical dilemmas and the role of the 

early childhood teacher as advocate for children, families, schools, communities and the 

profession. This course meets 3 credits toward the Supervisor's Certificate. 

 
3. Pre-requisite: None 

 
4. Course Objectives; 

 
1.  Understand the types of special needs that children may have in early childhood 

programs (including autism, loss of hearing or vision, children with selective mutism, 

etc.) and ways to adapt the teaching/learning environment through readings, discussions, 

guest speakers, and developing case studies. 

2.  Understand collaborative use of support services to enhance learning for the child with 

special needs through readings, discussions, and developing case studies. 

3.  Introduce various models for observing, recording, and assessing young children's 

social/emotional development and progress in cognitive areas through readings, guest 

speakers, sharing observation and sampling various observation and assessment 

instruments. 

4.  Present ways to infuse an anti-bias curriculum and multiculturalism, and create a sense of 

community for all children and families through readings, discussions, and projects. 

5.  Present appropriate children's literature to stimulate discussions of diversity and 

multicultural perspectives of children's home and family life and address issues of 

bias and stereotyping by designing curriculum webs centering around 

children's diversity picture books. 



6.  Explore ethics through readings, discussions, and case studies of ethical dilemmas faced 

by early childhood teachers. 

7.  Discuss the importance of advocacy and engage in advocacy activities and political 

activism in one's school and/or community. 
 

5. Student Learning Outcomes; The graduate-candidate will be able to: 

 
1.  Demonstrate an understanding of the types of special needs that children may have, 

critically examine what support services are available, and how to adapt the environment 

for those children through discussions, collaborations with other professionals, case 

studies, and written reports. 

2.  Demonstrate an understanding of specific ways and instruments to observe, assess and 

document children's behavior and cognitive skills and the classroom environment by 

learning about and using parts of the COR, Continuum, Work Sampling, NJ EL AS 

system and other tools. 

3.  Demonstrate an understanding of multiculturalism/anti-bias approach and ways to 

counteract stereotyping and bias by selecting and examining one's own beliefs and also 

by using children's literature that focuses on diversity in early childhood classroom 

settings to stimulate discussion and awareness of diversity in young children. 

4.  Examine and discuss the NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct and explore solutions to 

case studies of various ethical dilemmas and other ethical dilemmas that candidates 

have encountered. 
5.  Engage in an act of advocacy in the candidate's school setting that involves 

advocating for students, families, the school, the community, or the profession and write 

a letter to a local, state or national elected official taking a stand on a political issue in 

education. 
 

Student 

Learning 

Outcomes 

NJ Teaching 

Standards 

NAEYC 

Advanced 

Standards 

NCATE 
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COE 

Advanced 

Competencies 

NJDOE 

ECE/CCCS 
Standards 

1. 1,2,3,4,5, 1,2,3,5,7, 123  1,2,3,5,6 N/A 
6,7,8,9,11 9 

2. 2,3,4,5,6, 

7,8 

3,4 1 3,4 N/A 

3. 1,2,3,6,8, 1 2 24 2,3,5 P-3:3.1, 
3.2,6.1, 

6.3, 6.4, 

7.1 

9,11 

4. 9,10,11 2,5,7 1 1,2,3,5 N/A 

5. 9,10,11 3,8 1,2 3,5,6 N/A 



6. Course Content: 

1.  Inclusion: 

a.  Historical perspectives: P.L. 90-538. P.L. 93-644, P.L. 94-142, P.L. 98-199, P.L. 

99-457, P.L., 101-576. 

b.  Policy foundations: P.L. 101-336, the Americans with Disabilities Act and other 

recent legislation 

2.  Goals of early childhood services for children with disabilities (including children with 

loss of hearing and/or vision, children with autism, children with Down Syndrome, 

children with speech delays, children with emotional problems, etc.): mainstreaming, 

least restrictive environment, inclusion 

a.  Designing inclusive environments 

b.  Instructional strategies 
c.  Case Studies 

3.  Family resources, priorities and concerns, services for English language learners, etc. 

a.  Collaborations with families and other professionals 
4. Observation and authentic assessment: 

a.  Historical perspectives 

b.  Various models, instruments, and strategies for naturalistic, authentic observation 

c.  Various models, instruments, and strategies for authentic assessment of children's 

class 
work 

5. Diversity: 
a.  Historical perspectives 

b.  Exploring one's own beliefs and biases 

c.  Examining stereotypes and biases affecting various groups (including racial and 

ethnic prejudice, ageism, sexism, etc.) 
6. Teaching with a Multicultural Perspective: 

a. Various models and strategies for presenting diversity issues and/or discussing 

bias issues with young children: Williams, Derman Sparks, Kendall, Paley, York, 

Nieto and others 

b. Developing curriculum to support diversity using diversity picture books and other 

tools 
7.  Ethics: 

a.  Defining "ethics" and the importance of professional ethics 
b.  Read and discuss the NAEYC Code of Ethics (Revised April 2005) 

c.  Focus of ethical responsibilities to children, families, colleagues, community & 

society 

d.  Discuss ethical dilemmas encountered by early childhood teachers and case studies 

and 
apply the Code to these situations 

8. Advocacy: 

a.  Defining "advocacy" 

b.  Historical & political perspectives - understanding federal, state, & local 
governmental policies and ways to advocate for change 

c.  Define and discuss the importance of advocacy and political activism 

d.  Discuss the various ways that early childhood teachers can become advocates for 

children, families, schools, communities, and the profession 



e.  Engage in an act of advocacy in one's own setting 

f. Write a letter to an elected official stating one's position on an educational matter in 

the news or affecting children, families, schools, communities or the profession 

 
7. Teaching/Learning Methods: 

1. Interactive discussions (whole group and small group) in person and online (using 

Blackboard) 

2. Lecture and PowerPoint presentations 

3. Reading 

4. Journaling 

5. Case Studies 

6. Online video clips, DVDs and other multimedia technologies 
7. Guest lecturers 

8. Written papers, oral presentations and other projects 
 
8. Evaluation Methods: 

1.  Student Learning Outcome # 1 *: Quality of case study of child with special needs 

using attached rubric (NCATE Assessment #4) 

2.  Student Learning Outcome #2: Quality of observation & assessment report using 

attached rubric 

3.  Student Learning Outcome #3*: Quality of multicultural perspectives/diversity 

picture book project using attached rubric (NCATE Assessment #7) 

4.  Student Learning Outcome #4: Participation in small group discussions of case 

studies of ethical dilemmas 
5.  Student Learning Outcome #5*: Quality of advocacy project using attached rubric 

(NCATE Assessment #6) 

 
* = Critical Assessment 

 
9. Recommended Textbook/Readings: 

 

Beaty, J. (1997). Building bridges with multicultural picture books. Upper Saddle 

River, NJ: Merrill. 

 
Paley, V. (1995). Kwanzaa and me: A teacher's story. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 

University Press. 
 

Jablon, J., Dombro, A. L., & Dichetelmiller, M. L. (2007). The power of observation (2
nd

 

ed.). Washington, DC: Teaching Strategies. 

 
Helm, J. H., Beneke, S., & Steinheimer, K. (2007). Windows on learning: Documenting 

young children's work. New York: Teachers College Press. 

 
Harms, T.; Clifford, R.M.; & Cryer, D. (1998). Early childhood environment rating 

scale (Rev. ed.). New York: Teachers College Press. 
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Websites 
 
Association for Children of New Jersey: http://acnj.org 

 
Code of ethical conduct and statement of commitment: A position statement of the national 

association for the education of young children: 

www.naeyc.org/about/positions/PSETH05.asp 
 

National Association for Bilingual Education: http://www.nabe.org 

 
National Association for the Education of Young Children: http://www.naeyc.org 

 

 

National Association of Multicultural Education: http://www.nameorg.org 
 

 

National Center for Learning Disabilities: http://www.recognitionandresponse.org 

 
National Institute for Early Education Research: http://www.nieer.org 
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