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PIECING TOGETHER A DEFINITION OF RHETORIC
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IT HAS CONNOTATIONS OF

PUPLICITY, SNEAKINESS, AND
EVEN OUTRIGHT DECEPTION.

e RHETORIC was | B wesat B8 B THe Vorers are q | That speech was
FLYING IN WASHINGTON | B RHETORIC,NO MW PR TIRED OF EMPTY fiery RHETORIC
TODAY AS THE b RHETORIC... with nothing of

.I._‘:.I ACTIION (L] . "

PRESIDENT... gubstance...

PP - TO WHAT ANYONE IS

ACTUALLY SAYINGY/

IS ANYONE

LISTENING--
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SOME PEOPLE
CALL A QUESTION
“RHETORICAL™ BECAUSE
NO ANSWER IS ACTUALLY
EXPECTED.

ACCORDING TO THEM,
RHETORIC AND RHETORICAL
ARE ALL ABOUT SHUTTING
DOWN CONVERSATION AND

DEBATE!

ACTUALLY, THE ANCIENTS
DEVELOPED THE CONCEPT OF
RHETORIC TO FACILITATE
DISCUSSION,

THEY THOUGHT THAT

RHETORIC PROVIDED A SET " _“Sa¥
OF SKILLS THAT HelLPeD [X
PEOPLE FOREGROUND 4

== DISCLISS AND
DEBATE THEIR
THOUGHTS WITH
OTHERS -~

RY  POTENTIALLY REACH &4

" COMMON GOALS OR MAKE

& \ DIFFICULT DECISIONS. 4
oy By

A 3808 TR




 fie =
IN THE ORIGINAL BUT
GREEK, THE WORD mo&ggné.
RHETORIC TR T
COMES FROM THE L
VERB EIRO, ]

“TO SAY.” J7

IT'S A WAY OF
THINKING ABOUT HOW

«.THAT TAKES

INTO CONSIDERATION
THE ENTIRE SITUATION
IN WHICH THAT TALK
TAKES PLACE.

RHETORIC 1S ABOUT
THE SPACES IN WHICH
WE WRITE, CONVERSE,
DEBATE, AND SHARE
IDEAS.
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REANIMATING ANCIENT VIEWS OF RHETORIC

MANY COMMONLY HELD NEGATIVE IDEAS ABOUT RHETORIC CAN
BE TRACED TO THE ANCIENT GREEK PHILOSOPHER PLATO.

HE BELIEVED THAT
TEACHERS LIKE US WHO
TAUGHT RHETORIC WERE
INSTRUCTING THEIR
STUPENTS TO DECEIVE
OTHERS RATHER THAN TO
BETTER THEMSELVES.

PISCUSSION IS LIKE

GYMNASTICS, THEN

RHETORIC IS LIKE
COSMETICS.

RHETORIC 1S
INTENDED ONLY TO HIDE
FLAWS, NOT ENCOURAGE
SELF-IMPROVEMENT,

PLATO (427-347 ce)

ANCIENT GREEK PHILOSOPHER, STUDENT OF SOCRATES, AND FOUNDER
OF THE ATHENIAN ACADEMY, AN IMPORTANT EARLY SCHOOL OF THOUGHT.

AS FAR AS PLATO WAS
CONCERNED, RHETORIC \WAS
AN EMPTY, UNWHOLESOME
PISTRACTION THAT TOOK

ATTENTION AWAY FROM
IMPORTANT PHILOSOPHICAL
AND CIVIC MATTERS.

INDULGING THE
POPULATION'S

APPETITE FOR
RHETORIC IS AS
BAD AS SELLING
PASTRIES INSTEAD
OF DISPENSING
MEDICINE.

PLATO ALSO THOUGHT THAT
VIVID MEDIA EXPERIENCES, SUCH
AS ANCIENT GREEK TRAGEDIES

THAT SHOWED EXPLICIT SEX

AND VIOLENCE, WOULD HAVE

A BAD INFLUENCE ON

ALL POETS AND PLAYWRIGHTS
SHOULD BE BANISHED!




FLATO O PLATO WASN'T JUST WORRIED JUST AS PEOPLE WORRY TODAY
BE PRO KO ABOUT CHILDREN. HE BELIEVED ABOUT MANY OF THE EFFECTS

OR} : THAT THE INVENTION OF WRITING OF TECHNOLOGY ON WRITING,

IN THE ANCIENT WORLD ALLOWED PLATO WORRIED ABOUT THE

PRETENDING TO BE CRIMINALS ADULTS TO LIE ABOUT THE TRUTH, EFFECT OF WRITING ON OUR
CAUSES CHILDREN TO GROW UP PRETEND TO BE SOMEONE THEY ABILITY TO SPEAK
TO BE CRIMINALS IN REAL LIFE. WERE NOT, OR FORGET THE PAST THE TRUTH.

AND TRADITION.

EVERYONE KNOWS THAT.

.",. I.il” \ r /

E

PIE“'E D&nk Yﬂmjlf‘

e Aecugarg
Stupy,
= pfcp;mmh A

THINGS WERE
SURE A LOT BETTER
BEFORE WE HAD

PLATO'S STUDENT ; _ ]
ARISTOTLE HAD A VERY | S | /4
DIFFERENT VIEW ABOUT STOTLE

WRITING AND RHETORIC.

e
........
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ARISTOTLE WAS A
PROPONENT OF THE
USE OF RHETORIC TO
PUT ACROSS A BROAD
RANGE OF IDEAS.

ARISTOTLE (384-322 bcp)

ANCIENT GREEK PHILOSOPHER (AND STUDENT
OF PLATO) WHOSE THINKING CONTRIBUTED
MUCH TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF WESTERN

EMPIRICAL AND SCIENTIFIC THOUGHT.

ARISTOTLE THOUGHT
THAT PLAYS COULD SERVE
AN EDUCATIONAL PURPOSE BY
ENCOURAGING GREEK CITIZENS
TO DEVELOP THEIR CAPACITIES
FOR PITY AND FEAR.

*,

nIaaYR

CITEIASN

BY SEEING THE CONSEQUENCES
OF SEXUAL AND VIOLENT CRIMES
THAT WERE COMMITTED BY
ACTORS ON STAGE, SPECTATORS

COULD LEARN NOT TO IMITATE
BAD ACTIONS.




ARISTOTLE DISAGREED
WITH HIS TEACHER ABOUT
RHETORIC.

WORLD OF APPEARANCES, ARISTOTLE
CONSIDERED RHETORIC TO BE ONE OF

WHILE PLATO THOUGHT THAT
RHETORIC WAS PART OF A FALSE

THE FOUNDATIONS OF EDUCATION.

=
THIS PEVELOPMENT OF IF A SOCIETY IS TO

RUETORIC COINCIDES  THRIVE DEMOCRATICALLY,
WITH THE BIRTH OF A NUMBER OF VIEWPOINTS
PEMOCRACY N AND OPINIONS NEED TO BE

o G: u:,ce. é Desi%gpﬂsgggﬁ%ﬁkw
h N "\ !
s o N VOTED ON.
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EVEN NOW,
UNDERSTANDING
RHETORIC -

¢
¥
o

!

AS AN ACTIVITY, y
LIKE TALKING AND  J

I
d L]

| e

N

i 1

\—— IS CENTRAL TO

PARTICIPATION IN

—~BOTHAS A THE DEMOCRATIC
CONCEPT AND PROCESS.
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SETTING RHETORICAL CONCEPTS LOOSE ON THE WORLD

IN THE ART OF RHETORIC,

ARISTOTLE SAYS THAT STRANGE WORDS, BUT
TO BE EFFECTIVE, A YOU CAN HEAR THEIR

COMMUNICATOR HAS ENGLISH COUNTERPARTS
TO TAKE THREE . QUITE CLEARLY...
CONCEPTS INTO il

L 1" 3 g

CONSIDERATION:




BRINGS TO THE -
SUBJECT THAT HE

OR SHE IS COM-

MUNICATING

ABOUT.

IS THE CREDIBILITY THAT A -
SPEAKER OR WRITER /

WE TRUST CERTAIN KINDS OF PEOPLE MORE THAN
OTHERS -~ BECAUSE THEY HAVE EXPERTISE, OR BECAUSE
THEY ARE WELL INFORMED ABOUT THE SUBTECT AT HAND.

PATHOS

IS THE USE OF EMOTION IN
DEBATE OR ARGUMENT. o8

APPEALS TO PATHOS SURROUND US, PARTICULARLY IN VISUAL
ARGUMENTS SUCH AS ADVERTISEMENTS AND MANY ONLINE VIDEOS.

IS THE APPEAL TO REASON,
TO THE FORCEFULNESS

OF A WELL-THOUGHT-

OUT AND WELL-
STRUCTURED

POSITION,

SOME ARGUMENTS MAKE MORE LOGICAL SENSE THAN
OTHERS, AND MANY CONSIDER LOGOS TO BE CRITICAL IN
THE DEVELOPMENT AND DISSEMINATION OF IDEAS AND VALUES.
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LEARNING TO RECOGNIZE
THESE CONCEPTS WILL HELP

FOR EXAMPLE, AN ONLINE PROFILE
IS A RHETORICAL SPACE IN WHICH

YOU UNDERSTAND OTHER
PEOPLE'S ARGUMENTS.

ETHOS, PATHOS, AND LOGOS
ARE VERY IMPORTANT.

/‘

YOU'LL ALSO
STRENGTHEN YOUR OWN

ONLINE Jonathan is thinking about
Poggﬁggshgzg :f‘guww PROFILES ALLOW getling 2 new computer:
' USERS TO CREATE — _
RICH, ENGAGING, AND Plato: PEE! 1t would just be
SOMETIMES SATIRIC the shadow of the CONCEPT
SELF-PORTRAITS. of 3 compuler, anyway.

Aristotle: Ooh, bul the new
X4224% are o ANESOME !
B 1 pistire

kes:

Jonathan L

eat some breakfast.

Aristotle: 1) Consider the pros
and cons, 2 ask an expert,
and 3)do it if you're hungry.

FOR INSTANCE, IF JONATHAN, AS A PROFESSOR OF

ﬂc‘{'ﬂsng?[}r;o ENGLISH, HAS A PROFILE RIDDLED WITH TYPOS AND IMAGES
AND TEXT CAN OF HIM GETTING DRUNK WITH HIS STUDENTS...
ESTABLISH == OR
PESTROY -- YOUR cial Network
CREDIBILITY, OR [
i HIS CRED-
BILITY MIGHT

RISE WITH SOME,
BUT FALL WITH
MOST OTHERS,

f hen: Oh HAI I am Drunk
ﬁ Jom:”;:l studentz 11!
BUT THE
NEXT: u:

IMAGES AND WORDS CAN ALSO
CONTRIBUTE TO THE PATHOS

CERTAINLY, PATHOS 1S
BEING USED HERE TO

OF A PAGE ... PROMOTE SYMPATHY
E =l FOR LIZ...
ONE DAY:  JY i J
| Liz: i mourmn% the
iy ic B : ..+ AND PERHAPS
let; SIS ET‘?\ ieiimg loss of a beloved cat. GEAERaTE A ol
usy with work. IND WORDS FO
Y 66 qQNo0O KU hé\ < HER PAGE.
N 9




WE GENERALLY DON'T THINK OF W @donaman: Are vou trying
SOCIAL NETWORK PROFILES AS to $ﬂfm mcool by having 3,
MAKING “LOGICAL ARGUMENTS,” social network homepage!

BUT IN A WAY, THEY ARE -~ ARGUMENTS ABOUT
MAKING ARGUMENTS == \ylio WE ARE, WHAT WE ARE =

INTERESTED IN, AND WHY SOME- \o&d ;
ONE MIGHT WANT TO “FRIEND™ Us, |18 ottt 0

BUT RHETORIC ISN'T
JUST ABOUT SPACE. IT
IS ALSO ABOUT TIME.

OFTEN WE WISH
THAT WE COULD
HAVE TRAVELED

i ek N TME
/YRl TO SAY JUST THE
W RIGHT THING AT
g THAT PARTICULAR
US HAVE HAD j sl
/

EMBARRASS- 1 Fcoms e wm
ING, INSULTING, 4 THE PERFECT
HUMILIATING, OR [ THNG TO HAVE
DEMORALIZING. SAID MUCH LATER,

BUT IT IS ALREADY
TOO LATE.

|

KNOW YOU ARE,
T WHAT AM I..,?

gt—l

Issue 1 » Why Rhetoric?




DEBATES ABOUT
DFACULT ISSUES
ARE OFTEN TME-
SENSITIVE.

WHICH ONE CAN SPEAK OUT

OFTEN, THERE 1S A
NARROW WINDOW WITHIN
TO AFFECT AN ISSUE,

//‘ i LRI
."}fl| |'l o
taanaRan
fhnen g f o £Y

"g':‘neaceahl
ESSEmb\e}t

. <

...AND PRAISE OR BLAME
FOR PEOPLE IN THE PUBLIC
EYE MAY SWAY OPINIONS AT
CRUCIAL MOMENTS.

IS N




PREVENTS FURTHER
- E%gje & v@}!ﬁ E LW vgg ! gﬁ-m : g “é !

’ ~§' 'kﬁ,}xhbu-* » £

IN THE ANCIENT WORLD, \ N IN CLASSICAL
LEARNING ABOUT RHETORIC g . _ /é/” A RHETORIC,
INVOLVED LEARNING WHAT TO N o THE GREEK
SAY ON SPECIFIC OCCASIONS TERM KAIROS
WHEN POLITICAL ACTIONS DESCRIBES AN
WERE BEING DEBATED, LEGAL OPPORTUNITY OR
CASES WERE BEING TRIED, CSEASON® FOR
OR FAMOUS PEOPLE WERE SPEAKING.
BEING PRAISED OR BLAMED 7
~ FOR THEIR CONDUCT. N\ 7
e IN THE 2;/ 7
AN ORIGINAL GREEX, *{;zf 7
DA THE WORD s T
AN 7
\ § Y
N g
e y
i
Jis
ACTUALLY 7
sue.swmep

MEANINGS:

EXACT OR .
CRITICAL TIME, Ve MEASURE,

EAS PROPORTION
SEASON, OR Of F1TNE—?CJ
OPPORTUNITY. DS

S XA
R ”":\i I "”M}U E T —— —
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KAIROS WORKS *  DIGITAL WRITERS
NMANY WAYS,  WHO COMMUNI-
ESPECIALLY CATE USING THEIR
COMPUTERS OR
MOBILE PHONES
OFTEN FEEL
COMPELLED TO HIT
4SEND™ OR YENTER?
AS RAPDLY AS
POSSIBLE TO KEEP
UP WITH A FAST-
MOVING ONLINE
CONVERSATION,

I NEeD TO
SEND THIS EMAIL
RIGHT AWAY TO THE
PRESIPENT OF THE

UNIVERSITY.,

E@QHL EIEEJEJ

o' PRET | Subi: LISTEN, 40

SSAGE
c“.gumlns

FORCEFUL
\ LANGUAGE

L\

BUT IT'S USUALLY BETTER FIRST

TO CONSIDER BOTH THE APPROPRIATE-
NESS OF YOUR MESSAGE AND THE
TIMING OF YOUR REPLY.

] CALIC)

EFRAIL o=

THT
“SEND™ BEFORE

(%o PREZ [ sub): LISTEN, U

I MEANT TO/

|

SEND ANYWAY

WRITERS OFTEN MISS THE LONG-TERM
APPROPRIATENESS OF KAIROS WHEN
THEY FOCUS ON THE IN-THE-MOMENT
RESPONSIVENESS OF KAIROS.

P —
IF YOU THINK
ABOUT A RHE-
TORICAL OCCASION
ONLY IN TERMS OF
REACTING QUICKLY
YOU COULD EASILY
END UP WITH AN
EMBARRASSING
DISASTER.

0

EFIRIL === |

- ol \
To  PREZ | Suby: LISTEN. Y -..;4_\




\ Liz’s Boufrig NETWORK STES
Ladies lke i O EMGES N
Plato: 1= o
bro, wd

e, Ok ARTERS
. ; Al TR THER
Liz’s Boyfriend '{\ ARE INFORMED.

Relationship Status:

istot
NS/
FINALLY SINGLe! \ N\

i«
d \

SOMETIMES, w FAMOUS LAST WORDS =
HOWEVER, =, SUCH AS NATHAN HALE'S
PEOPLE MANAGE [ :

TO SAY THE T only regret
RIGHT THING that T have but one
AT JUST THE
RIGHT MOMENT,
AND THOSE
PARTICLLARLY
APT WORDS
ARE REMEM-
BERED FOR

ON THE OTHER HAND,
WAITING TOO LONG
CAN POOM YOUR
COMMUNICATION

e,
-

[ STILL QUOTED
R TR A E e T ﬂl‘ e ‘rw TODAY.

T i,

A AT
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THE ROMAN RHETORICIAN
MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO
REALLY UNDERSTOOD THE
IMPORTANCE OF KAIROS.

CICERO (106-43 ce)

ANCIENT ROMAN PHILOSOPHER, LAWYER, AND STATESMAN

<

\ @

m
1

FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN HE
WAS ABOUT TO BE EXECUTED
ON ARBITRARY POLITICAL
GROUNDS HE SAW A MOMENT

FOR GRACIOUS WIT: .<

o,
4

\

least make sure you
cut off my head property.”

[ N ——

AFTER ALL, ARISTOTLE WASN'T
THE ONLY FAMOUS RHETORICIAN
IN THE ANCIENT WORLD,

m CICERQ, WHO

LIKE MANY CULTURED

ROMANS ADMIRED
THE ANCIENT GREEKS,
TRAINED ORATORS
FOR THE ROMAN
SENATE. 1

——

§p
less he thoroughl
understands ’
his subject.”




CICERO THOUGHT ABOUT THE “TEXTS™ OF
RHETORIC VERY BROADLY AND REALIZED THAT
SPEECHES AND WRITING ARE NOT THE ONLY

> WAYS PEOPLE COMMUNICATE.
- ; o (B
; ]

iy i

y Tea \ = | s )
_"“\\;‘\\\ ',_“,-:;i‘ z %\ e —— =t
il | : s TETHER ¢ cNow NOR RAINY '\mf_gp
e———————— " \\"
A ) e [y )
|
| . SR A iy
r

e ' THE ROMANS DEVELOPED AN ELABORATE SYSTEM OF LAWS AND PUBLIC
1 i ENGINEERING PROJECTS TO REGULATE AN INCREASINGLY COMPLEX SOCIETY.

THESE RES PUBLICA, OR “PUBLIC THINGS,” ARE WORTH CONSIPERING AS RHETORICAL ACTS AND SPACES.

AS ARCHEOLOGISTS KNOW, EVEN GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS AND TRIUMPHAL ARCHES
CONVEYED MESSAGES TO CITIZENS IN THE ANCIENT ROMAN WORLD AND
PRESENTED IMPLICIT ARGUMENTS ABOUT AUTHORITY,
PARTICIPATION, AND SHARED VALLES.

ﬂ [+)

o ! — e THE ROMANS UNDER- Rale 5
g - STOOD THAT ARCHITECTURAL C 2
:- SPACES COULD BE RHETORICALLY My
— || or IMPORTANT IN ESTABLISHING THE CULTURE 5
— ASSOCIATED WITH THE ROMAN WAY OF LIFE, MUCH AS :

2t - ADVERTISERS TODAY TALK ABOUT “BRANDING® PRODUCTS. ~ ©
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- =

= = EACH

THeY woulp =~ PART

CICERO ALSO e EMEMBER iy

TAUGHT HiS \
STUDENTS TO 8 OF THE SPEECH
IMAGINE s

|}
—r —
A ol i
: @)

'
7
SO THAT IN ~

\

O

e s O  orper. O

THE PARTS WALKED MINDS,
OF THER .~ -~ THROUGH ~-~_~-
SPEECHES AS THE
ROOMS IN A BUILDING
BUILDING,

I'M
TRYING TO

REMEMEBER
WHAT WE TALKED
ABOUT IN THIS
CHAPTER,

EVEN AFTER Y

WELL, EVEN THOUGH Y%
' THOUSANDS OF

MEMORIZATION

IS NO LONGER AS
IMPORTANT AS IT
ONCE WAS, SOME
THINGS ABOUT
RHETORIC REMAIN
THE SAME.




WE STILL
NEED SPACES
TO DEBATE
IMPORTANT
ISSUES IN

AND KNOWING

54 SPECIAL LANGUAGE

FROM THE FIELD OF
RHETORIC CAN BE

d HELPFUL TO DENTIFY

EFFECTIVE -~ AND

INEFFECTIVE --

AR A\ TECHNIGUES.
e

.: 'y L, e L9 '.-I".

Eﬂ ' I _,,Fjgl W) {

- In ‘!‘

'.‘

CONCEPTS ALL
THE TME...

GREEK TERMS LIKE
ETHOS, LOGOS,
PATHOS, AND KAIROS
MIGHT NOT BE WORDS
THAT You ADD TO
YOUR EVERYDAY
VOCABULARY,.

ONLINE.

AN\ BN

Y

«-IN PERSON AND 3

ﬂ

A\

Aristotle: haha nice
hairstyle LOL

Plato: If you saw
where the rain came
from, you could never

back to your

L appy ighorance !!!

ind Jonathan

Cicero: As the mature

L.
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