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T O DAY ’ S  A G E N DA :

Introductions

The 21st Century 
Learner
• Characteristics
• Skills
• Meta-learning

Social and Emotional 
Learning (SEL): What 

is the role of 
instructor?

Meaningful Student 
Engagement: What 

does it look and feel 
like?

Observable versus 
internal Student 

Engagement

Fostering Student 
Engagement

A Model for Total 
Participation

Assessing in-class 
Student Engagement



W H O  I S  T H E  2 1 S T  
C E N T U RY  
L E A R N E R ?



H O W  M I G H T  O U R  S T U D E N T S ’  P E R S O N A L  
E X P E R I E N C E S  C U LT I V A T E  2 1 S T C E N T U RY  
S K I L L S :

Broad, deep 
understanding of 
the world.

Makes 
interdisciplinary 
connections.

Thinks creatively 
and critically.

Communicates 
and collaborates 
with others.

Creates, evaluates 
and utilizes 
information.

Career-ready and 
prepared for life!



H O W  M I G H T  O U R  I N - C L A S S  E X P E R I E N C E S  
C U LT I V A T E  S T U D E N T S ’  2 1 S T C E N T U RY  
S K I L L S ? .

Broad, deep 
understanding of 
the world.

Makes 
interdisciplinary 
connections.

Thinks creatively 
and critically.

Communicates 
and collaborates 
with others.

Creates, evaluates 
and utilizes 
information.

Career-ready and 
prepared for life!



S O C I A L  A N D  
E M O T I O N A L  
L E A R N I N G : 

H OW  D O  W E  
F O S T E R  

AWA R E N E S S ?



M E A N I N G F U L  
S T U D E N T  

E N G A G E M E N T  

Valuing students’ 21st

Century 
Experiences/ 
Worldviews

Fostering Social/ 
Emotional 
Learning

Establishing 
authentic and 
meaningful 

experiences that 
connect to 21st

Century Skills



O B S E RVA B L E /  
I N T E R N A L  

E N G AG E M E N T ?



F O S T E R I N G  
D I F F E R E N T  
F O R M S  O F  

E N G AG E M E N T

• Fostering student-
student peer 
relationship

• Fostering professor-
student relationships

• Feedback, positive 
encouragement, 
engagement

• Opportunities for 
student planning, 
self-regulation, 
progress monitoring 
and reflection.

• Clear deadlines
• Grades and feedback 

within an appropriate 
timeline

• Opportunities for total 
participation

Academic Cognitive

AffectiveBehavioral

Adapted from Fusco, J &  Hardy, 2018

















C O G N I T I V E  
C H A L L E N G E S  

S T U D E N T S  
F A C E  A N D  

H OW  T O  
R E S P O N D



D I S C U S S I O N  - T H A N K S  F O R  J O I N I N G !

• David Fuentes, fuentesd2@wpunj.edu

• Elizabeth Brown, browne28@wpunj.edu

• Center for Teaching Excellence: CTE@wpunj.edu
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