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Education

Ph.D., History, 2005, University of California, Los Angeles

“Power by Negotiation: Institutional Reform in the Fifth Century Sasanian Empire.” 

M.A., History, 1999, University of California, Los Angeles.

B.A., History and B.A., Classics, 1996, Cornell University.

ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT

Professor, Department of History, The William Paterson University of New Jersey, Wayne, NJ, 9/20–present.
Associate Professor, Department of History, The William Paterson University of New Jersey, Wayne, NJ, 9/11–8/20.
Assistant Professor, Department of History, The William Paterson University of New Jersey, Wayne, NJ, 8/05–8/11.

Visiting Research Scholar, Institute for the Study of the Ancient World, New York University, New York City, NY, 8/08–7/09.

Publications

Sasanian Iran: Power, Piety and Patronage, Kalamzoo, MI: Arc Medieval Press, 2022 [Forthcoming].

“A War of Gifts: Iranian and Roman Competition in Late Ancient Caucasia,” In Ancient Iran and the Classical World, ed. M. Rahim Shayegan, Los Angeles, CA: Getty Press, 2022.

“A Tale of Two Isaacs: Christians and the Crown in Fifth Century Ērānšahr,” In Discourse, power issues and images. Transversal studies on the reigns of Yazdgird I and Wahrām V, ed. Christelle Jullien. Louvain: Peeters Publishers, 2022.
“Queen Shirin and the Churches of the East: Christianity in Sasanian Iran.” In Studi sulla Persia sasanide e suoi rapporti con le civilta attigue, eds. T. Darayee and M. Compareti. Bologna: Persiani, 2020. 
“The ‘Warrior of the Lords’: Smbat Bagratuni at the Center and Periphery in Late Sasanian Iran.” Iranian Studies 49:2 (2016): 233-245. 
“Fighting the Other: Sasanian Iran.” In Oxford University Press Handbook of Warfare in the Classical World, eds.  B. Campbell and L. Tritle. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012.
“The Legs of the Throne: Kings, Elites and Subjects in Sasanian Iran (c. 220–651 CE).” In The Roman Empire in Context: Historical and Comparative Perspectives, eds. J.P. Arnason and K.A. Raaflaub. West Sussex: John Wiley & Sons, 2011.
“Were the Sasanians Barbarians? Roman Writers on the Empire of the Persians.” In Romans, Barbarians, and the Transformation of the Roman World, eds. R. Mathisen and D. Shanzer, Aldershot: Ashgate, 2011.
“‘We and Those Waters of the Sea Are One’: Baptism, Bathing and the Construction of Identity in Late Ancient Babylonia.” In Water, Baths, Bathing, and Hygiene from Antiquity through the Renaissance, eds. C. Kosso and A. Scott, 263–73. Leiden: Brill, 2009.

“A Second Constantine? The Sasanian King Yazdgard in Christian History and Historiography,” Journal of Late Antiquity 1.1 (2008): 128–141.

“Bishops or Bureaucrats? Christian Clergy and the State in the Middle Sasanian Period.” In Current Research in Sasanian Archaeology, Art and History, British Archaeological Reports International Series 1810, eds. D. Kennet and P. Luft, 87–92. Oxford: Archaeopress, 2008.
 “A Question of Faith? Persecution and Political Centralization in the Sasanian Empire of Yazdgard II (438–457 CE).” In Violence in Late Antiquity. Perceptions and Practices, eds. H.A. Drake, 69–81. Aldershot: Ashgate, 2006.
WRITING in Preparation

Monographs: History of the Caucasus to 1750; Crown Prince to King of Kings: Royal Succession in Sasanian Iran
Articles: “Sasanian Christianity: Church and Doctrine” in The Blackwell Companion to the Sasanian Empire.
CoNFERENCE and workshop Papers

 “An Undivided Loyalty: Christians and the State in the Last Sasanian Century, 550–651 CE.” Ērānšahr in Transition-West and Central Asia Between the Sasanians and Islam, 600-750 CE. 11 May 2019. Princeton, NJ.
“A War of Gifts: Iranian and Roman Competition in Late Ancient Caucasia.” UCLA Pourdavoud Center, Ancient Persia and the West Symposium. 25 Apr. 2018. Los Angeles, CA.

“’A Crown, Robes-of-Honor, and the Royal Standard’: Patronage and Power in Sasanian Caucasia.” Rescheduled Eighth Biennial Convention of the Association for the Study of Persianate Societies (ASPS). 17 Mar. 2018. Tbilisi, Georgia.

“Queen Shirin and the Churches of the East: Christianity in Sasanian Iran.” From Oxus to Euphrates: The Sasanian Empire. 7 Jun. 2017. Washington, DC.
“They Come From the Land of the Ice and Snow: Huns, Türks, and the Northern Peoples in Caucasian Imagination and Reality.” 51st International Congress on Medieval Studies. 15 May 2016, Kalamazoo, MI.
“History of the Caucasus: A Course Post-Mortem.” 2015 South Caucasus Symposium. 12 Dec. 2015. New York, NY.

“‘…And No Trace Left of Their Bones’: Conversion and Continuity in Early Armenian Christianity.” 2015 Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion. 21–24 Nov. 2015. Atlanta, GA.

“History of the Caucasus: Designing a Survey of Caucasian History.” 2014 South Caucasus Symposium. 13 Dec. 2014.

“’You Shall Again Receive from Us Your Outstanding Positions of Honor’: The Caucasian Aristocracies in Sasanian Armies, 220–651 CE.” The Thirty-Ninth Annual Byzantine Studies Conference.  1 Nov. 2013. New Haven, CT.

“For the Glory of Whom? Aristocratic and Imperial Competition in the Churches of Ayrarat, 591–680 CE.” Shifting Frontiers in Late Antiquity IX: “Shifting Political Frontiers in Late Antiquity.” 23 Jun. 2011, University Park, PA.
“'The Prince of the Believers': On the Social Origins of Christian Clergy in Late Sasanian Iran,” Society of Biblical Literature, 2009 Annual Meeting. 23 Nov. 2009, New Orleans, LA.

“The ‘Warrior of the Lords’: Smbat Bagratuni at the Center and Periphery of Late Sasanian Iran,” Shifting Frontiers in Late Antiquity VIII: “Shifting Cultural Frontiers in Late Antiquity.” 5 Apr. 2009, Bloomington, IN.

“‘I Consider Your Valiant Deeds Useless’: Christian Conversion in Sasanian Military Ideology and Practice,” Central Eurasian Studies Society (CESS), 8th Annual Conference, 21 October 2007, Seattle, WA.

“A Prophet for All Faiths? The Cult of Daniel in the Late Sasanian World” Syriac Studies Symposium V. 26 Jun. 2007, Toronto, ON, Canada.

“‘Be Joyful and Listen to the Voice of God’: Did Sasanians Know the Bible?” Shifting Frontiers in Late Antiquity VII: “The Power of Religion in Late Antiquity.” 25 Mar. 2007, Boulder, CO.

“‘We and Those Waters of the Sea Are One’: Baptism, Bathing & the Construction of Identity in Late Ancient Babylonia,” Water, Baths, Bathing and Hygiene from Antiquity to the Renaissance, 6 Oct. 2006, Flagstaff, AZ.

“The Castaway Demon: Christian History, Hagiography and Folk Tradition in the Medieval Arabic Chronicle of Si‘irt,” The Fifteenth Biennial New College Conference on Medieval & Renaissance Studies, 11 Mar. 2006, Sarasota, FL.

“Sasanian Prosopography and a Crisis of Leadership in the Church of the East, 420–4 CE,” 40th International Congress on Medieval Studies. 5–8 May 2005, Kalamazoo, MI.

“Were the Sasanians Barbarians? Roman Writers on the Empire of the Persians,” Shifting Frontiers in Late Antiquity VI: “Romans, Barbarians, and the Transformation of the Roman World.” 19 Mar. 2005, Urbana-Champaign, IL.
“A Second Constantine? The Sasanian King Yazdgard I in Christian History and Historiography,” American Society of Church History, 175th Meeting. 8 Jan. 2005, Seattle, WA.
“Three Faces of Persecution: Manifestations of Religious Conformity and Dissent in the Sasanid Empire of Yazdgard II (438–457 CE),” Shifting Frontiers in Late Antiquity V: “Violence, Victims, and Vindication in Late Antiquity.” 20 Mar. 2003, Santa Barbara, CA.
“Charity as Contested Ground: Bishops, Magi, and Religious Philanthropy in the Later Sasanid Empire,” American Society of Church History, 171st Meeting. 5 Jan. 2003, Chicago, IL.

“Bishops or Bureaucrats? Christian Clergy and the State in the Middle Sasanian Period,” Recent Advances in Sasanian Archaeology & History. 4 Nov. 2001, Durham, UK.

“Institutional Responses to Crisis in the Fifth Century Sasanid Empire,” Third Biennial Conference on Iranian Studies. 27 May 2000, Washington, DC.

INVITED LECTURES
“‘We Shall Come to You in a Manner More Befitting a King’: The Royal Succession in Sasanian Iran.’ Princeton University. 12 November 2019. Princeton, NJ.

“‘Devote Yourself to Our Happiness’: Christians, Courtiers, and the King of Kings in Sasanian Iran.” University of California, Irvine. 6 Feb 2019. Irvine, CA.

“Coins, Seals and Administration in Ancient Iran.” University of Washington, Ancient Iran Day. 1 Dec. 2018. Seattle, WA.
“Medieval Georgia: Crossroads and Crucible.” William Paterson University, Department of History Spring Banquet. 18 Apr. 2018. Paterson, NJ.

“Patronage and Power in Early Medieval Caucasia.” William Paterson University, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Faculty Research Seminar. 10 Apr. 2018. Wayne, NJ. 

 “Sealing the Truth, Revealing the Lie: Authentication and Authority in Sasanian Seals and Bullae.” University of British Columbia. 20 Mar. 2009. Vancouver, BC, Canada.

“Out of the East,” Visiting Research Scholar Seminar, Institute for the Study of the Ancient World. 24 Feb. 2008, New York, NY.

“Smbat Bagratuni, ‘The Joy of Kusro’: Identity & Administration in Late Sasanian Iran,” Visiting Scholar Seminar, Institute for the Study of the Ancient World. 4 Nov. 2008, New York, NY.

“The Eastern Mirror: Sasanian Iran and Imperial Rome in Comparative Perspective,” William Paterson University, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Faculty Research Seminar.  2 Feb. 2007, Wayne, NJ.

 “Sasanian Iran, The Other Empire of Late Antique West Asia,” Lecture, University of Ottawa. 12 Mar. 2004, Ottawa, ON, Canada.

“From Bar Sabba‘e to Barsauma: The Shifting Fortunes of Christians in Sasanian Iran,” Lecture, University of Ottawa. 12 Mar. 2004, Ottawa, ON, Canada.

“Sasanid Coinage in the Fifth Century CE,” Graduate Seminar, American Numismatic Association, 13 Aug. 1998, New York, NY.
CURRENT Academic Service

Director-At-Large, American Research Institute of the South Caucasus (ARISC)
Professional Affiliations

Member of the American Research Institute of the South Caucasus (ARISC)

Member of the Association for the Study of Persianate Societies

Member of the Institute for the Study of the Ancient World

Member of the American Society of Church History

Member of the Society for Late Antiquity
Teaching EXPERIENCE

Associate Professor, Department of History, William Paterson University, 08/05–present

HIST 1010, The Foundations of Western Civilization

HIST 1030, Foundations of Civilization
HIST 3020, Origins of Civilization
HIST 3030, Greek Civilization

HIST 3040, Rome: Republic and Empire
HIST 3080, History of Christianity
HIST/ASN 3570, Late Antiquity/Byzantine Empire
HIST 3575, History of the Caucasus to 1750 CE

HIST 4320, Intellectual History of Ancient and Medieval Civilizations
HIST/ASN 4800, The Silk Road

HIST 4800, The Roman Revolution

HIST 5380, Graduate Seminar on Empires
HIST 6110, The Transformation of Europe, 300–800 CE

WPU 1010, First-Year Seminar

Instructor, Department of History, UCLA, 9/01–6/02

HIST 99, Image-Making & Empire: Representations of Power in the Ancient World
HIST 99, Law and Society in Late Antiquity
Teaching Assistant/Reader/Guest Lecturer, Department of History, UCLA, 9/97–3/01

HIST 1A/1B, Introduction to Western Civilization
HIST 2A, Power, Ethics, and Technological Change
HIST 4, Introduction to History of Religions
HIST 9D, History of the Near and Middle East
HIST 20, World History to A.D. 600
HIST 117C, History of Rome: Transformation of the Classical World
HIST 194C, Jesus of Nazareth in Historical Research
HIST 197J, Sasanian Iran
Teaching Assistant, Department of Classics, UCLA, 9/00–6/01

Classics 20, Survey of Roman Civilization
FIELDWORK AND OTHER ACADEMIC WORK 
Graduate Fellow, American Numismatic Society, 6/98–8/98

Student Assistant, Department of Classics, Cornell University, 1/96-5/96

Student Archaeologist/Researcher, Halai and East Lokris Project, Cornell University, 9/93–7/96

Languages

Reading knowledge of German, Spanish, French, Greek, Latin, Arabic, Coptic, Syriac, Classical Armenian, Middle Iranian
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