CHRISTOPHER SALERNO
8 Parkway East, Caldwell NJ 07006 ● (919) 889-9449 ● salernoc3@wpunj.edu
PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH

DIRECTOR, WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM, WPU
EDITOR, SATURNALIA BOOKS

EDUCATION

BENNINGTON COLLEGE                                    EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITY

     M.F.A. Writing and Literature. 2003                       M.A. English. 2001
EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITY
     B.A. English. 1999

AWARDS/HONORS

BOOK PRIZES/HONORS/GRANTS:
•     Winner, Lexi Rudnitsky Book Award for The Man Grave. Persea Books. Cash award;

          book publication (forthcoming 2021).
•     Winner, Georgia Poetry Prize for Sun & Urn. University of Georgia Press. Cash award;

          book publication (2017).

•     Winner, Georgetown Review Book Prize for ATM. Cash award; book publication (2014).
•     Winner, Midwest Poetry Chapbook Prize for Automatic Teller. Cash award; chapbook    

          publication (2014).

          •     Winner, Mississippi Review Book Prize for Minimum Heroic. Cash award; book

                    publication (2010).

•     Winner, Prairie Schooner Glenna Luschei Award for Sorrow, Architecture (poem). Cash  

          award (2017). 
•     Winner, Two Sylvias Press Chapbook Prize for Deathbed Sext. Two Sylvias Press. Cash award;

          chapbook publication (2020).
          •     Winner, RHINO Magazine Founders’ Prize for “Headfirst” (poem). Cash award (2020). 
•     2014 New Jersey State Council on the Arts Poetry Fellowship. $10,000 award.
          •     Publisher’s Weekly starred review for Sun & Urn (2017).         

•     Named one of Huffington Post’s “Top 200 Advocates for American Poetry (2013). 
          •     Pushcart Prize for “Halloween.” Poem originally published in The Journal. (2011).
PUBLICATIONS
POETRY BOOKS:

•      The Man Grave  (Lexi Rudnitsky Editor’s Choice Award, Persea Books). 

       80 pgs. Fall, 2021. (Poetry). 
 •     Sun & Urn  (Georgia Poetry Prize, University of Georgia Press). 

        Selected by Thomas Lux (contest judge). 75 pgs. March, 2017. (Poetry). 
    •     ATM  (Georgetown Review Press Book Prize, Georgetown College Press). 

           Selected by D.A. Powell (contest judge). 70 pgs. February, 2014. (Poetry).  
 •     Minimum Heroic  (Mississippi Review Book Prize, Univ. of Southern Mississippi.)

        Selected by Dara Wier (contest judge). 64 pgs. February, 2010. (Poetry).

 •     Whirligig  (Spuyten Duyvil Publishing House: New York, NY). Selected as a finalist 

        for the Walt Whitman award, and chosen by Barnes & Noble for national promotion. 
        70 pgs. July, 2006. (Poetry).

POETRY CHAPBOOKS
  •     Deathbed Sext (Winner, Two Sylvias Press Poetry Chapbook Prize). 2020. (Poetry). 
  •     Automatic Teller (Winner, Laurel Review Midwest Poetry Chapbook Prize). 2014. (Poetry). 
  •     AORTA (Poor Claudia/Octopus Books, Portland, OR). 2013. (Poetry).
  •     ATM (Chapbook Version). (Horse Less Press. Denver, CO) October, 2010. (Poetry).
     •     Waving Something White (University Book Exchange: Independent Press. Greenville, NC).   

            June, 2003. (Poetry).
TRADE BOOK
 •     How To Write Poetry: A Guided Journal. A trade book to be published by Rockridge  

        Press/Callisto Media, 2020. 
EDITED ACADEMIC BOOKS

      •    Academic DiscOURse: An Anthology of Student Writing. Second Edition. Eds. Susan

           Miller-Cochran and Christopher Salerno. Dubuque, IA: Kendall Hunt Publishing, 2010.

JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS: POETRY AND PROSE (a sampling)
   •    American Poetry Review. “Some History of Field Work.” Nov, 2020.

   •    Rhino. “Headfirst.” Spring 2020.

   •    Colorado Review. “Blue Yodel #9 and “Favorite Hour.” Fall 2020.
   •    New Republic. “The Reenactment.” Fall 2019.

   •    North American Review. “Horoscope for Gemini Men.” 2020.
   •    Jubilat. “Post-Op.” Fall 2019.
   •    Poetry Daily feature. “Rotation.” March 2, 2019. 
   •    Willow Springs. “Men Who Won’t Travel.” Winter 2018.
   •    “The Crafty Poet.” Key Change as Poetic Device. Essay. Edited by Diane Lockward. 2018. 
   •    Bennington Review. “You’ll Never Get Back to Sleep Now” and “Untitled.” 2018.
   •    New England Review. “Rotation.” Winter 2018.

   •    Quarterly West. “Notes Toward a Further Study.” July, 2018.

   •    Another Chicago Magazine. “1983.” 2019. 
   •    Conduit. “Irresponsibility.” Spring/Summer, 2018.
   •    Verse Daily. “Black Holes.” Wednesday, April 12, 2017.
   •    American Poetry Review. “Forty,” and “Self Portrait with Sick Bacchus.” Sept/Oct, 2017.

   •    Los Angeles Review. “Best Fever Ever,” and “Horror Script.” July, 2017.

   •    Poetry Society of America. “Two Red Aspirin” and In Their Own Words essay. Feb, 2017.

   •    University of Arizona Writing Center online. Essay. “The Homesick Imagination.” Jan 23, 2017.

   •    Green Mountains Review. “Wild Lemons.” March 20th, 2017.
   •    Gulf Coast. “Homeopathic” and “King of Pop.” September 2017.
   •    Terminus Magazine. “Real or in Effigy,” “Found,” and “Estate Sale.” Winter, 2017.
   •    New York Times Magazine. “In Vitro.” Sunday, Nov. 28, 2016.

   •    Adroit Journal. “A List of What Could Happen to You When You Vote.” Nov. 7, 2016.
   •    Academy of American Poets (Poem-A-Day). “Bray.” August 5, 2016.
   •    Prairie Schooner. “Sorrow, Architecture.” Fall, 2016.
   •    Guernica. “In Vitro.” Winter, 2016. https://www.guernicamag.com.
   •    Pouch. “A Natural.” June, 2016.
   •    Sixth Finch. “Furnace.” Winter, 2016. http://www.sixthfinch.com. 
   •    Handsome. “Horror, Never” and “An Imitation.” Spring, 2016.
   •    Thrush. “Scary.” Fall 2015.
   •    Academy of American Poets (Poem-A-Day). “Is It Better Where You Are?” May, 2015.
   •    The Awl. “Cowboying.” Feb 12, 2015.
   •    Pen America Poetry Series.  “Jury,” and “If I Know What Days Are.” May 18, 2015.
   •    Academy of American Poets (Poem-A-Day). “If You Must Hide Yourself from Love.” 3/24/14.
   •    Barn Owl Review. “Aversions.” Issue 42.  Spring 2014. 
   •    Drunken Boat. “Documentary.” Winter 2014. Web feature with text and Mp3.
   •    Laurel Review. “Six poems from ATM.” May, 2013.  
   •    Sixth Finch. “What I Tried Knighting.” Winter, 2013. www.sixthfinch.com/salerno1.html    
   •    Fence Magazine. “Five poems from ATM.” Winter, 2012. 

   •    Coldfront Magazine. “7200 Hours: On Not Making it in Music. Essay. Poets Off Poetry   

        Essay Series. Spring 2012. www.coldfrontmag.com.
   •    Verse Daily. September 16th, 2011. “Halloween.” (Web feature).
   •    Crazyhorse. Fall, 2011. #80. "Byronic Method," "Of the Brave," and "Ahead of Schedule."
   •    LIT. 20. August, 2011. “Five Poems from ATM.”
   •    The Journal. 34.3 August, 2011. “Summer Finials” and “Polygraph.”

   •    Salt Hill. 27 July, 2011. “Landmark” and “Nostalgia Disorder.”  
   •    Black Warrior Review. 37.1 October 2010. “Delaware.”

   •    The Equalizer. 1.2 October, 2010. “At the Municipal Pond” and “Parks, Recreation.”
   •    Boston Review. August/September 2010. “In the Golden Age of Counterfeiting.”

   •    Denver Quarterly. August 2010. “Photo Copy of the Oral Tradition.”

   •    Sink Review. August 2010. Selections from “ATM.”
   •    Tusculum Review. July 2010. “Folk” and “Protest Songs.”

   •    Nazim Hikmet Poetry Festival chapbook. 2009. “Empire” (published as award winner).
   •    The Independent Weekly. 2/25/09. “Whirl” (First Place Winner in the 2009 Poetry Contest). 
   •    Tar River Poetry. 2008. “Sparrow” appeared in the TRP 30th Anniversary edition.
   •    American Letters and Commentary. 2009. “Song.” 
   •    Octopus Magazine. 2008. “Pterodactyl.” 
   •    Laurel Review. 2008. “Consequence” and “See Also All of Us.” 

   •    Verse Magazine. 2006. “Girligig” and “Whirligig.” 
   •    MiPOesias.com. 2006. “What If Marvelous Marvin Haggler” and “Foot” (published as a    

        website feature with text and Mp3 recording). 

   •    New Hampshire Review. 2006. “Whirligig” (published with Mp3 recording). 
   •    Jacket Magazine. 2006. “The Republic, Book X” and “Not Dying.”  

   •    The Tiny. 2006. “From the Downburst Summaries,” and “There, There, Baltimore.” 
   •    Carolina Quarterly. 2005. “Burying A St. Joseph in the Backyard.” 
   •    Jubilat. 2005. “At the Semi-Annual Anima Retreat I Go Looking For My Female Side.” 

   •    Colorado Review. 2005. “South.” 
   •    Free Verse Magazine. Online. 2005. “East.” 
   •    AGNI. 2005. “A Kind of Camera.” Online at www.agni.bu.edu. 

ANTHOLOGIZED WORK
   •    Selections from Minimum Heroic. Mississippi Review 30th Anniversary Anthology 2012.
 •    “Stardate” and “Between the Lions” in Bedside Guide to No Tell Motel, Winter 2006.

TEACHING
         FULL PROFESSOR, WILLIAM PATERSON UNIVERSITY                     (2010-present)

•    COURSES TAUGHT:                       * indicates course created and developed by me
ENG 1100 (Writing Effective Prose)

ENG 1500 (Experiences in Literature)

ENG 2310 (Introduction to Creative Writing) (also taught fully online via Blackboard)
ENG 3030 (American Literature I.)

ENG 3190 (Modern British and American Poetry)

ENG 3320 (Advanced Creative Writing) (also taught fully online via Blackboard). 

ENG 3300 (Critical Writing I.)
ENG 3390 (Poetry Writing Seminar)
ENG 4920 (Writing Capstone: The Personal Essay)*
ENG 5990 (The Pedagogy of Creative Writing)* 

ENG 6160 (Graduate: Creative Writing I.)

ENG 6230 (Graduate: Poetry Writing Seminar) (also taught fully online via Blackboard)
ENG 6240 (Graduate: Contemporary Poetry Writing Seminar) 

ENG 6260 (Graduate: Creative Writing II.)
ENG 6270 (Graduate: Literature from the Writer’s Perspective)*
ENG 7000 (MFA Independent Study)
SENIOR LECTURER, NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY                    (2001-2010)
TEACHING ASSISTANT, EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITY                              (2000-2001) 
ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS

DIRECTOR, WPU WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM PROGRAM              (2020-)

Three Core Program Areas and Director Responsibilities:
Facilitate Faculty Writing Groups: 

These groups are an opportunity for faculty to present work-in-progress for peer discussion to help direct efforts and move their scholarship forward. The groups are especially helpful to early-career faculty on the tenure track, but faculty at all levels engage.  
Facilitate Faculty Pedagogy Workshops:
The goal of the pedagogy workshop is to combine "writing-to-learn" and "writing-in-the-disciplines" as a central component of teaching, focusing on how the subject matter of a course is learned and how instructors can ensure that learning is happening as intended through writing, both evaluative and exploratory. 
Facilitate Student Writing Contest: 
This annual contest is open to all undergraduates, requires faculty-nominated submissions of previously unpublished work from all disciplines and levels, culminates in 10-13 winners per year, awards each winner a $100 gift card, and features the winning entries in the WAC Celebration of Student Writing magazine.
          DIRECTOR, WPU SPRING WRITER’S CONFERENCE                                            (2014-2015)

                •    Annual Spring Writers Conference of 100-plus attendees from the tri-state area, featuring  

                      workshops, roundtable discussions, book fair, and readings. Duties include creating conference

                      theme, soliciting and hiring editors and writers to staff panels and workshops, managing and  

                      coordinating pay for conference panelists, facilitating accounting for the $8000.00 budget, 


         managing promotion and advertising, as well as coordinating with housekeeping 

                      and banquet services. 
           ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, NCSU FIRST YEAR WRITING PROGRAM              (2008-2010)
   •    Duties: Oversee the TA Mentorship Program; Work with students, advisors,

admissions, Registration & Records, New Student Orientation, and other campus

units on placement, transfer credit and related issues; Administer Portfolio Review
process for English 101 waiver or credit approval; Maintain membership on the First
Year Writing Council; Plan Fall and Spring Faculty Meetings; Participate in employee
        review committees for FYWP faculty; Review FYWP faculty members and compose
        classroom observation reports.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS/WORKSHOPS/INVITED READINGS

PRESENTATIONS: 
  •   How to Submit and Publish in Magazines. Public WPU Webinar. Zoom. October 22, 2020.  
        •   Poet-in-Residence. City of Salisbury, Maryland. April 10-23, 2021. Daily activities and events 
include Poetry Readings, Workshops, Talks, Classroom Visits, and Interviews. 
        •   Bay to Ocean Writer’s Conference. Chesapeake, Maryland. March 7, 2019. Writing the Contemporary     

              Lyric Poem.

  •   Colrain Manuscript Conference & Workshop. Workshop Leader. Worcester, MA. Nov 5-8, 2018.  
  •   The Art of Unlearning in the Creative Writing Workshop. Panel Moderator and Presenter. AWP     

       Conference, Tampa, FL. March 9th 2018. 
  •   Salem Art Works Poetry Writing Workshop. Workshop Leader. Salem, NY. October 5-6, 2018.     

       Conference, Tampa, FL. March 9th 2018. 
  •    Herricks English Scholars Conference. Workshop Leader. Hofstra University. March 2, 2018.
  •   Dogfish Head Poetry Workshop. Workshop Leader. Rehoboth Beach, DE. January 13th 2018.
  •    Making It New Again: New Moves in Contemporary Poetry. Lecture/Workshop delivered at the  

       WPUNJ Spring Writers Conference. April 12th, 2015. 
       •    Responding to Student Writing. William Paterson University English Department “Teaching  

            Circle.” Presentation and Discussion. November 6th 2013.  
  •   Born Again: The New Rise of University Literary Journals. Panel Presenter. AWP Conference,

       Boston, MA. March 5th 2013. 
  •    An Amplifier for Orpheus: Sound Effects in Lyric Poetry. Lecture/Workshop delivered at the  

       WPUNJ Spring Writers Conference. April 17th, 2012. 
  •    Exile and Arrival in the Lyric Poem. Lecture/Workshop delivered at the WPUNJ Spring   

       Writers Conference. April 15th, 2012. 
  •    Low Res, Full Res, No Res: The Poet and the Terminal Degree. Panel Moderator/Presenter. 
            AWP Conference, Chicago Illinois. March 2nd 2012. 
  •    The Free Verse Volta. Lecture/Workshop delivered at the WPUNJ Spring Writers   

       Conference. April 5th, 2011.
       •    Fostering Rhetorical Awareness. William Paterson University English Department “Teaching  

            Circle.” Presentation and Discussion. December 6th 2011.  
  •    Techno-literacy: Benefits of Low and High-Stakes Media Environments in the   

       Composition Classroom. Panel Participant. Northeast MLA Conference. April 20th, 2011.
  •    On Group Conferencing. Faculty Learning Communities Discussion. March 24, 2009.
•    Presenting Walt Whitman. Lecture delivered at Wake County Library, April 22, 2007.
•    Sequencing of Assignments in the Composition Classroom. Presented to Faculty at North   

      Carolina State University English Department, Thursday, Oct 18th, 2007.
•    Engaging Cognitive Processes in Student Conferencing. Presented with Jennifer Cover to   

     Faculty at North Carolina State University English Department. Feb 15th, 2007.
•    A Turning of American Poetry: The 1960’s. Presented at Wake County Public Library, 

     Raleigh, NC. Nov 11th 2006.
•    The Alchemy of Individuation: Carl Jung, Individuation and Poetry. Presented at   

     Bennington College. June 21st, 2003.

INVITED PUBLIC POETRY READINGS (Sampling)

      •    Bryant Park Reading Room, NY, NY. May 29th, 2019.
      •    Georgia Tech University, Atlanta, GA. February 22, 2017.
      •    Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA. February 21, 2017.
      •    University of Georgia, Athens, GA. February 20, 2017.

      •    NYC Poetry Festival, NY, NY. July 30th, 2016.
      •    KGB Bar Reading Series, NY, NY. March 5 2016.
      •    Hatchet Job Reading Series, CD Wright Tribute, NY, NY. Feb 21st 2016.
      •    KGB Bar Reading Series, NY, NY. April 21st 2014.

      •    Boog City Reading Series, NY, NY. March 21st 2014. 
      •    Montclair State University “Live Lit” event. March 10th, 2014.

      •    Couplet Reading Series, NY, NY. March 5th 2014. 

      •    Triptych Reading Series, NY, NY. March 6th 2014.  

      •    Worms Series, Baltimore Reading Series, Baltimore, MD. March 7th 2014.

      •    Barn Owl Review reading AWP Seattle. February 28th, 2014. 

      •    Poor Claudia reading AWP Seattle. March 1st, 2014. 

      •    Barrelhouse Presents Reading Series February 28th, 2014. 

      •    Berl’s Poetry Shop, reading launch for “ATM.” February 21st, 2014. 

      •    Living Writers Reading Series, WPU. February 14th, 2014. 

      •    Cornelia Street Reading Series, NY, NY. January 21st, 2014. 

      •    WPUNJ Spring Writers Conference Reading. Atrium Auditorium. April 17th, 2013.

      •    Bennington Writing Seminars Series, Cornelia Street Café, NY, NY. Nov. 12 2012.

      •    Emory University Bookstore, Atlanta, GA. November 8, 2012.
   •    InDigest Issue Launch. La Poisson Rouge, NY, NY. March 15th 2012. 

   •    KGB Bar Reading Series. KGB Bar, NY, NY. March 5th 2012. 

   •    Salt Hill Issue Launch. Brooklyn, NY. October 2nd, 2011
      •    St. Marks Poetry Project. Saint Marks Church, NY, NY. June 6th 2011. 
EDITORIAL POSITIONS
        EDITOR, SATURNALIA BOOKS                                                                        (2015-present)
   •    Duties: Select, evaluate, and edit 5-7 books of poetry per year, working closely with authors to   

        prepare poetry manuscripts for publication with the press. Facilitate annual book contest, and    

        evaluate all manuscripts for acceptance and publication at Saturnalia Books. Position also

        includes planning and hosting several reading events throughout the year. 

          MANAGING EDITOR, CO-FOUNDER, MAP LITERARY                             (2011-present)

                •     Online/Print magazine of Fiction, Poetry, Nonfiction and Art. Responsible for building 

                      and maintaining the magazine’s website, designing and printing the print supplements,

                      soliciting and editing work, and posting, promoting, and advancing the magazine’s mission.  

                      www.mapliterary.com          

POETRY EDITOR, Raleigh Quarterly/So and So Magazine                              (2008-2011)  

 •     Print and online journal of Poetry, Fiction and Art.  www.raleighquarterly.com;   

       www.soandso.org. Responsible for soliciting, screening and editing Poetry submitted 

       for publication.

CURATOR, So and So Reading and Design Series                                            (2008-2011)
      •     National Poetry Reading Series held in Raleigh, NC. Readings are held bi-monthly. 

            Featured poets are paired with artists to produce letter-pressed broadsides. Past readers 

            to the series include James Tate, David Daniel, Dara Wier, Peter Jay Shippy, 

         Rachel Blau DuPlessis, and many others. http://thesoandsoseries.blogspot.com.

INTERVIEWS, HONORS, FELLOWSHIPS, AFFILIATIONS

   •    Plume Magazine. Interview and six poems. 5/10/2020.
   •    Ploughshares Magazine. An Interview with Christopher Salerno. 11/26/17
   •    Poetry Society of America. “In Their Own Words.” Interview and Short Essay. 2017.
   •    Final Judge, North Carolina Poetry Society Contest. May 2018. 

   •    Judge, Dogfish Head Poetry Book Prize. December 2017.
   •    Winner, Prairie Schooner Glenna Luschei Award for Sorrow, Architecture (poem). Cash  

         award (2017). 

   •    Publisher’s Weekly Magazine “starred review” for Sun & Urn book, February 2017.

   •    Radio Interview. 1043 FM/Flower City Yawp. June 29, 2017.

         https://wayofm.org/shows/episodes/06292017-2

   •    Winner, 2016 Georgia Poetry Prize. Cash award; book publication. 

             •    2016 Best of the Net Award nomination. “Furnace.” Poem originally published in Sixth Finch. 
                •    Publisher’s Weekly Magazine “starred review,” for ATM book, May 2014. 

   •    Coldfront Magazine: Top 40 Books of Poetry, 2014,” for ATM book Jan 2015.
                •    Poets and Writers Magazine “Winners on Winning” feature with interview. May/June 2014.

                •    2014/15 New Jersey State Council on the Arts Poetry Fellowship. $10,000. 

                •    Named one of Huffington Post’s “Top 200 Advocates for American Poetry, 2013” 
   •    Winner, 2013 Georgetown Review Book Prize. Cash award; book publication. 

                •    Winner, 2013 Midwest Poetry Chapbook Prize. Cash award; book publication.
             •    ATM, Finalist, National Poetry Series competition, 2013.
             •    ATM, Finalist, Coconut Books Book Contest, 2012.

                •    ATM, Finalist, Ohio State/The Journal Book Contest, 2013.
                •    ATM, Finalist, Black Lawrence Book Award, 2012.
                •    2011 Pushcart Prize Nomination. “Halloween.” Originally published in The Journal. 
                •    ATM chapbook recommended by Best American Poetry 2011 (blog.bestamericanpoetry.com) 
      •    Winner, 2010 Mississippi Review Poetry Series Award. Cash award; book publication.
      •    Winner, 2009 Nazim Hikmet Poetry Festival Award. Cash award, publication, reading. 
      •    Winner, Independent Weekly’s 2009 Poetry Contest. Cash award, publication, reading.
 •    Whirligig, Finalist, Walt Whitman Award, Academy of American Poets, 2006.

 •    Whirligig, Semi-Finalist, Tupelo Press Dorset Prize for a First Book 2005.

 •    Whirligig, Finalist, Steel Toe Books, 2005.

 •    Whirligig, Semi-Finalist, Winnow Press First Book Award, 2004.

 •    Whirligig, Finalist, Water Press and Media First Book Award, 2004.

 •    Whirligig, Finalist, St. Lawrence Press Book Award, 2005. 

 •    “Mothergig” and “Girligig,” Finalist, SWINK Emerging Writers Award, 2005.
 •    Interviewed by Kate Greenstreet for KickingWind.com, “Poets on their First Books.”

 •    2nd Place, NCSU Poetry Contest. Judged by Maxine Kumin, 2002.

 •    North Carolina Writer’s Network Conference Scholarship, 2000.

 •    Second and Third Place, Poetry Competition, The Rebel, Spring 2000.

 •    Second Place, Poetry Competition, The Rebel, Spring 1999.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
•    Member, Associated Writers and Writing Programs (2003-present).

•    Member, Northeast Modern Language Association (2010-present).
•    Member, Faculty Learning Community (“Assessment”) NC State University 2008.

•    Member, Southern Humanities Council.

•    Member, North Carolina Writer’s Network.
