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Second Annual New Jersey 

Professional Development Schools  

Conference 

 

Agenda 

8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

 

   8:30-9:00    Registration 

   9:00-9:15    Welcome 

         9:15-10:15   Keynote Address 

        10:15-11:15    Panel Discussion 

        11:30-12:30    Breakout Session I 

        12:30– 1:30    Lunch 

        1:30-2:30     Breakout Session II 

        2:45-3:00      Closing and Evaluation 



Second Annual PDS Conference 

Breakout Session I:  11:30-12:30  
 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

Presenter(s)  Title Location  

Dr. Vicki L. Cohen  and                   

Michele Keenan 

Fairleigh Dickinson University and   

Hanover Township Public Schools 

Southeast Morristown Educational          

Consortium PDS: Sharing Best Practices on 

Teacher Effectiveness 

208 

Linda Dewey, Coleen Woods, and    

Sue Varcadipayne 

Woodland Park Public Schools 

Creative Intervention Strategies in a PDS 209 

Marie Donnantuono and               

Sharon Leathers  

William Paterson University 

Challenges in Preparing Math and Science 

Teachers for Middle and High School    

Classrooms in a PDS 

168A 

Deborah F. Leverett and Maika Bonafe 

WPUNJ and  Passaic City Public 

Schools 

Succeeding in a Challenging Climate by        

Partnering with Parents:  The Power of a 

PDS 

168B 

Dr. Stacey Leftwich, Patti Martin, and 

Kyleigh Wristbridge 
 

Rowan University and Williamstown  

Public Schools 

 

When Did We Become a PDS?  Educating 

School Members About PDS 

171A 

Dr. Marianne Pratschler and               

Dr. Simon Saba  

Centenary College   

Teachers’ Academy:  Meeting the Needs of 

Teachers in Diverse PDS Communities 

216 

Victoria Duff  

New Jersey Department of Education 

The PDS and Quality Professional Learning Main Ballroom 

Dr. Tamara S. Sniad and Nicol Brodie 

Rowan University and Camden Public             

Schools 

Revealing the Illusion of Learning through 

Lesson Study 

171b 

Betsy Golden, Janette Selino  and      

Eileen Jarrett                                             

WPUNJ and Paterson Public Schools 

Making a Match: How you and your PIR 

may Procure People, Programs, and          

Presents 

211 

 Dr. Darlene Russell and                     

Erica Dawson  

William Paterson University 

Arresting Hegemony:  The Need for         

Culturally Responsive Teachers in            

Professional Development Schools 

202 



Second Annual PDS Conference 

Breakout Session II:  1:30-2:30 

Presenter (s) Title Location 

Carlene D. Anderson  

 

Paterson Public Schools 

The Effective Use of Social Media, such as Skype and 

YouTube, to Promote Digital  Citizenship and Social 

Action in the 21st  Century PDS Classroom 

Library     

Auditorium  

Dr. Gillian R. Hettinger and                 

Joseph Andriulli 

WPUNJ and West Milford Public 

Schools 

Everybody Writes!  Taking Writing Beyond the  

Classroom 

Main       

Ballroom 

Dr. Valarie G. Lee, Nicole Velasquez, 

and Melissa Morgan 

Rowan University and Vineland Public 

Schools 

Crafting Units of Study in Literacy through Study 
Groups 

171B 

Deborah F. Leverett, Kate DeLong, Carol 

Jonas, Nicole Lequerica, Meghann 

Mautone and Christina  Flynn 

WPUNJ and Passaic City Public Schools 

Alternate Route and Traditional Teacher Preparation 

Side by Side in an Urban PDS 

171A 

Dr. Martha Mobley and                    

Nancy Norris-Bauer 

Kean University and WPUNJ 

Cooperating Teachers: Mentors, Teachers, Learners 208 

Mayra G. Orejuela and                          

Jacqueline Murphy 

Kean University 

Professional Learning Communities in Professional 

Development Schools 

202 

Marie J. Toto, John Farinella and          

Joe Torre                

Rahway Public Schools and Kean      

University 

Common Goal—Collective Action in a High School 

PDS 

168B 

Alisa Shupak and                                  

Christie Vanderhook 

WPUNJ and Lodi Public Schools  

Co-Teaching in a PDS: A Truly Rewarding              

Experience for All! 

168A 

Dr. Martin P. White, Aimee Toth, and   

Lauren Tuosto 

WPUNJ and Wayne Public Schools   

Valuing Expertise:  A Case Study at a PDS 211 

Dr. Gail Hilliard-Nelson, Dr. Ana      

Mistral, and Dr. Catherine Serdovel 

Kean University 

Unique Perspectives of Urban PDS: Our                   

Experience in the First Year in Jersey City Public 

Schools 

209 


