Math 4900: Mathematics Seminar (Capstone Experience)


William Paterson University, NJ
Department of Mathematics

Math 4900 Mathematics Seminar 
(Capstone Experience)

To The student:

This course requires you to complete a project of study in an area of mathematics or its applications, culminating in a presentation to the faculty and students, and a final paper (at least 12 pages in length) submitted to the faculty advisor. 

REGISTERING FOR Math 4900
· You must first obtain the signatures of:
· A mathematics faculty member willing to direct your capstone experience
· The chair of the mathematics department
· Return the form to the department secretary once the signatures have been obtained. The secretary will issue a permit for you to register online.

· You must register for the course.

PROJECT GUIDELINES & WORK ETHICS:

· The project should not be a part of any existing mathematics course given at WPUNJ.

· The project should include mathematics literature search, a solution of a problem, or a proof of a theorem or an equivalent statement, or an in-depth survey study of a recent result, with the approval of the faculty advisor.

· You should meet with your advisor at least once a week regularly throughout the semester to discuss the progress of the project. More than three missed meetings will result in an automatic F (Fail) for the course.
· You must come prepared to show the work you did for each meeting. Save all drafts of your written work with your advisor’s comments and bring them to every meeting.

PAPER SUBMISSION & PRESENTATION:
· You should prepare a first draft of your work at least three weeks prior to the presentation schedule. (Presentations are usually held in the week before the final exams.)

· You should write down all mathematical details in form of a research study paper and submit to your advisor at least a week before the actual presentation. 

· At the end of the semester, you will present your work in form of a PowerPoint presentation during the capstone presentation period assigned by the department.  (Note: No student will be allowed to present his/her work on any day other than the scheduled capstone presentation.) 

EVALUATION: You will be evaluated on your
· regular attendance 
· effort to prepare the project
· depth of mathematical understanding of the project 
· writing skills
· presentation skills

Mathematics Department Council is empowered to handle any emergency situations related to the capstone course matter.  A student may receive an automatic F (Fail) for Math 4900, for not following any of the above requirements. 

Student: Your signature below indicates that you will abide by the above guidelines and that you and the undersigned faculty member have agreed on arrangements regarding the capstone experience.
Student ID: 855




Semester & Year:

Student Name:





Faculty Name:

 
Student Signature:




Faculty Signature:
Math 4900- 
(Section number) 




Date:








Approved by the chairperson
This is a writing intensive (WI) course.


(Pending final approval)
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